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Others present included; Eric Morris, ODA Commodity Commission Oversight Manager; 

and Randi Rainsley, Administrator. 

 

 

Commissioners met on a virtual call to discuss the proposal submitted by Angela Pratt 

with Peterson CPAs and Associates.This would be an audit of the 2024-25 financials of 

the OPVC for $5,000.00 and opening balance work for $2,000.00. 

 

ANDY KRAEMER MOVED TO GO FORWARD WITH HAVING PETERSON CPAS AND 

ASSOCIATES DO A FINANCIAL AUDIT OF THE 2024-25 FISCAL YEAR FOR THE 

QUOTED $7,000.00. SECONDED BY JESSICA BLAKELY. THE MOTION PASSED 

WITH A UNANIMOUS VOTE. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted by 

 

Randi Rainsley      

Administrator     
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Administrator Raindi Rainsley called the meeting to order at 11:08 am 

Commissioners Present 

Matthew 
Cook 

Vacant Ryan  
Koch 

Laney 
Brentano 

Vacant Andy 
Kraemer 

Jessica 
Blakley 

Dan 
Fitzner 

Tim 
Fitzpatrick 
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Others present included; Eric Morris, ODA Commodity Commission Oversight Manager; 

Nick Andrews, OSU Organic Vegetable Extension specialist; Kristie Buckland, OSU Dept. 

of Horticulture Associate Professor; Aaron Becerra-Alvarez, Assistant Professor OSU 

Department of Horticulture; Jim Meyers, OSU Dept. of Horticulture Endowed Professor 

(retired); Dr. Patricia Stock; OSU Horticulture Dept. Head, Angela Pratt; Petersen CPAs, 

Krista Chin and Randi Rainsley, Administrator. 

 

Audit Report- Angela Pratt 

Pratt reported the 2024-25 financial audit has been completed for the OPVC with no 

findings or concerns. See attachment A for the final audit report. 

ANDY KRAEMER MOVED TO ACCEPT THE AUDIT REPORT AS PRESENTED.  

 SECONDED BY LANEY BRENTANO. THE MOTION PASSED WITH A  

 UNANIMOUS VOTE. 

 

Oregon Dept of Agriculture, Eric Morris 

Morris provided an update regarding recent fiscal directives from the Governor’s Office. In 

response to the latest economic forecast, the Governor has implemented restrictions on 

non-essential, out-of-state travel for all state agencies.  

Trade missions that were previously approved and scheduled will continue as planned. 

The intent of these restrictions is to promote responsible fiscal management during the 

current period of economic uncertainty. ODA will continue to monitor the state’s economic 

outlook and adjust spending accordingly. 

The 2025–2027 biennial budget process has concluded. This resulted in the loss of five 

vacant positions, bringing total staffing to approximately 395 FTE positions. These 

reductions were due to vacancy savings and are not expected to have a significant 

operational impact. 
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ODA has launched its first major Information Technology (IT) modernization initiative, 

with an approved project budget of approximately $9 million. The project’s primary goal is 

to streamline public interaction with ODA through the creation of a single online access 

portal. This system will allow stakeholders and customers to access various ODA 

programs and services through one unified entry point, replacing the current multiple-

login structure. 

This multi-year project is designed to bring ODA’s technology infrastructure in line with 

other state agencies. Additional updates will be provided as the project progresses. 

 

Two OPVC members have not yet completed the required Workday training. Morris will 

be sending reminders to ensure compliance. Members experiencing technical difficulties 

are encouraged to contact Morris directly for assistance. 

 

ODA will hold an administrative “Roundup” training session for commission administrators 

on Tuesday, October 21. The training will cover topics related to Oregon Government 

Ethics Commission requirements and Public Meetings Law.  

Oregon State University, Patricia Stock and Jim Myers 

Dr. Stock provided an update regarding the vegetable breeder and genetics faculty 

position intended to succeed Dr. Jim Myers following his retirement. 

The search process had been progressing successfully, with 69 qualified applicants and 

a strong candidate pool. The search committee—chaired by Kristie Buckland and Nick 

Andrews was in the process of narrowing the list for initial virtual interviews when Dr. 

Stock received a directive from the Dean of the College of Agricultural Sciences to pause 

the search. 

This action was due to anticipated budget reductions within Oregon State University’s 

statewide public service programs, which include agricultural research and extension. In 

addition to an already implemented 6.5% budget reduction, further projected cuts of 

approximately 5.8% may require the elimination of 35–40 positions within the college. 

 

Dr. Stock reported that the position is supported by an endowment of approximately 

$480,000, generating about $14,000 annually in interest. These funds currently support 

research activities but are not sufficient to fund a faculty salary. She emphasized that she 

is exploring possible financial solutions to continue the recruitment process, including 

utilizing $200,000 in departmental reserves allocated for faculty startup support, and 

discussing potential use of grant funds associated with Dr. Myers’ projects to help fund 

salary costs temporarily. Dr. Stock noted that she plans to submit a written proposal to 

the Dean outlining these options in hopes of maintaining progress toward filling the 

position. 
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Dr. Jim Myers provided additional context regarding the position’s significance to the 

vegetable breeding program and industry stakeholders. He clarified that the endowment 

has historically supported research efforts only, not faculty summer salary. Dr. Myers also 

explained that his transition to a half-time appointment funded through grants was 

intended to free up state salary funds to facilitate hiring his replacement, an agreement 

previously understood to be supported by the college. 

Many in attendance expressed concern about the long-term implications of unfilled 

horticulture positions, citing previous instances in which key faculty retirements (e.g., Alex 

Stone, statewide vegetable production) were not followed by replacements. Also 

highlighting that the vegetable breeding and production programs are vital to Oregon’s 

processing and fresh market industries. 

 

Commissioners discussed coordinated efforts to contact the Dean of the College of 

Agricultural Sciences and to inform legislators of the potential impact of these cuts on 

Oregon’s vegetable industry. Rainsley will compile and circulate a draft letter of support 

from the Commission for review prior to submission to the Dean. 

Meeting Minutes 

Prior to the meeting, Rainsley provided meeting minutes for April 11 and August 6 to the 

commissioners. With no further corrections or discussion, 

ANDY KRAEMER MOVED TO ACCEPT THE MEETING MINUTES AS  

 PRESENTED. SECONDED BY LANEY BRENTANO. THE MOTION PASSED  

 WITH A UNANIMOUS VOTE. 

 

Financial Report 

Rainsley reported the financials for July 1 through September 30, 2025. The carryover 

from the 2024-25 FY was $2,995.84 more than expected, giving a beginning balance of 

$228,687.91. Two of the scholarship payments were made after July 1 and recorded as 

paid from contingency. One payment being returned (shows in other income on 

statement of activities) due to a recording error with the college. No revenue or interest 

has been earned to date and expenses total $19,347.57, leaving a balance of 

$212,673.67 in the Umpqua/Columbia Bank account. 

 

2025-26 Beginning Balance $228,687.91 

Refund of scholarship        3,333.33 

Expenses through Sept 30     (19,347.57) 

Balance as of Sept 30  $212,673.67 

 

LANEY BRENTANO MOVED TO ACCEPT THE MEETING MINUTES AS  

 PRESENTED. SECONDED BY ANDY KRAEMER. THE MOTION PASSED  

 WITH A UNANIMOUS VOTE. 
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Executive Committee 

At the April 11 meeting, the Commission discussed Executive Committee roles for the 

2025–2026 fiscal year. Matthew Cook and Andy Kraemer, the current Vice Chair and 

Treasurer, respectively, expressed interest in continuing in their current roles for the 

upcoming fiscal year. 

With the expiration of the public member’s term, the Chair position became vacant. Tim 

Fitzpatrick, the newly appointed public member, volunteered to serve as Chair. 

Meeting Calendar 

Rainsley reviewed the following meeting calendar with the group: 

Date Type of Meeting Action Items 

Oct 17 Regular  

Nov 21 Regular 

Set research priorities for 2026, send to ARF for 

distribution along with RFP 

Dec 1 none 

2025 Research Reports due to ARF and OPVC. 

Have to OSCC by Dec 12 

Dec 19 

Research Report 

Presentations 

Order lunch, provide feedback to researchers for 

any continuing projects 

Jan 3 none 

Research Proposals due to ARF and OPVC. 

Have books to OPVC by Jan 14 

Jan 16 Regular 

Review proposals, provide feedback if needed, 

invite presenters to Feb meeting of proposals 

we want to hear more about 

Feb ? OSU Winter Veggie Event TBD 

Feb 20 

Research Proposal 

Presentations 

Order lunch, ask clarifying questions of 

proposals, provide feedback if needed to 

redefine proposals 

Mar 20 Budget Prep 

Prepare a budget for 26-27, approve proposals. 

Send letters to researchers 

April 17 Budget Hearing Approve final budget 

 

It was suggested the due date for research proposals be moved to a later date in January 

(preferably the 20th) and have all present at the February meeting. This would open the 

January meeting up to have other guest speakers. No other conflicts or questions about 

the proposed meeting schedule. 
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Old Business 

LGIP Investment Request - Rainsley revisited previous discussions about establishing an 

investment account. She explained that the Commission’s funds are currently held in a 

Umpqua Bank checking account earning minimal interest and incurring monthly fees. 

Rainsley proposed transferring these funds to the Oregon State Treasury Investment 

Pool, noting that other commissions, such as the Sweet Cherry Commission, have 

successfully used the program and earned 4.6–6% interest annually. She stated the 

account operates like a high-interest savings account, with no access restrictions or prior 

issues reported. 

Commission members expressed support for the idea, recognizing the opportunity to 

generate additional income for research and operations. 

ANDY KRAEMER MOVED TO OPEN AN ACCOUNT WITH THE OREGON  

STATE TREASURY INVESTMENT POOL. SECONDED BY LANEY  

BRENTANO. THE MOTION PASSED WITH A UNANIMOUS VOTE. 

 

New Business 

OPVC Website  

Rainsley shared with the group a new OPVC website she had created, moving away from 

the old blog style and hard to read pages of the current site. It was suggested that some 

of the vegetable images be replaced, as they looked to either be AI or poor 

representations of the crop.  

Commission Collaboration 

Rainsley asked the group to take a moment to discuss grower advocacy, price setting, 

and legislative representation. She noted that other crop commissions have faced 

challenges with processor-determined pricing that often does not cover production costs. 

Rainsley emphasized the importance of exploring collaborative efforts among Oregon 

commodity commissions to share information, coordinate outreach, and strengthen the 

collective agricultural voice. 

The group discussed the possibility of forming an informal coalition of commissions, 

similar to a statewide agricultural council, to communicate with legislators and agency 

officials on issues impacting growers. Members agreed the purpose would be educational 

and informational, not lobbying, to remain within commission statutory guidelines. 

Rainsley will also reach out to the Northwest Horticultural Council to inquire if processed 

vegetables could also be under their scope of advocacy, especially at the national level. 

Commission Membership 

Rainsley noted that the Commission has operated two members short of a full board for 

several years despite recruitment efforts. She raised the option of either continuing 
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outreach to fill vacancies or reducing the total number of commission seats. 

Following discussion on what would be best for OPVC going forward, 

 ANDY KRAEMER MOTIONED TO REDUCE THE NUMBER OF SEATS OF THE  

 OPVC FROM NINE TO SEVEN. SECONDED BY LANEY BRENTANO. THE  

 MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.  

Guest Speakers 

The Commission discussed potential guest speakers for upcoming meetings and the 

winter veggie event in February. Members suggested inviting ODA representatives, 

university faculty, insurance and finance experts, and agricultural suppliers to provide 

updates and resources. Commissioners will consider additional ideas and forward 

recommendations to Rainsley. 

Upcoming Events 

Jessica Blakley noted the upcoming Agricultural Show in Albany, November 11-13, which 

includes pesticide license credit sessions for participants needing recertification. 

 

Adjournment 

Chairman Tim Fitzpatrick asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting.  

 MOTION TO ADJOURN MADE BY ANDY KRAEMER, SECONDED BY LANEY  

 BRENTANO. MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.  

Meeting adjourned at 12:40pm 

 

 

Respectfully submitted by 

 

Randi Rainsley      

Administrator 

 

Next meeting  

November 21, 2025, 11am 

Oregon Farm Bureau      



 Regular Meeting Minutes 
November 21, 2025 

Oregon Farm Bureau 
  

 

 

 

 

Chairman Tim Fitzpatrick called the meeting to order at 11:09 am 

Commissioners Present 

Matthew 
Cook 

Ryan  
Koch 

Laney 
Brentano 

Andy 
Kraemer 

Jessica 
Blakley 

Dan  
Fitzner 

Tim 
Fitzpatrick 
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Others present included; Nick Andrews, OSU Organic Vegetable Extension specialist; 

Kristie Buckland, OSU Dept. of Horticulture Associate Professor; Aaron Becerra-

Alvarez, Assistant Professor OSU Department of Horticulture; Dr. Patricia Stock; OSU 

Horticulture Dept. Head, Krista Chin and Randi Rainsley, Administrator. 

 

Open Hearing at 11:11 am for Administrative Rule change 647-015-0010 - Number of 

Commissioners.  No public testimony was provided. 

The hearing was closed at 11:38 am 

ANDY KRAEMER MOVED TO FINALIZE THE RULE CHANGE AND REDUCE 

THE NUMBER OF OPVC COMMISSIONERS FROM NINE TO SEVEN. 

SECONDED BY DAN FITZNER. THE MOTION PASSED WITH A UNANIMOUS 

VOTE. 

Administrative Report 

Rainsley reported attending the ODA RoundUp and taking the training from the Ethics 

Committee. The main points that commissioners need to be aware of is not having 

“serial meetings” (no decision-related texts, emails, calls, or private discussions). All 

decisions must be made publicly with quorum present. If commissioners are found 

violating this, they can be fined up to $1,000 (non-reimbursable). 

A takeaway from the meeting was the possibility of working with Julie Lee to do a “Fresh 

from Oregon” marketing feature. The suggestion was to highlight Blue Lake green 

beans. Rainsley will look into cost and viewership data.  

 

Oregon State University, Patricia Stock 

Dr. Stock provided an update regarding the vegetable breeder and genetics faculty 

position intended to succeed Dr. Jim Myers following his retirement. Dr. Stock stated 
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OPVC and other interest organization letters helped preserve the OSU vegetable 

breeding position. 

At this time, the funding plan is to have 1/3 OSU Horticulture Dept and 2/3 of a grant to 

fund the position. Dean Siminoich stated she and OSU are committed to continuing the 

position after the initial two-year funding period. 

69 applications were received; 7 Zoom interviews completed; 3 finalists selected for 

further interviews and discussions (from Cornell and UC Davis). The Commission will 

receive links to attend seminars and provide feedback. 

Matthew Cook inquired about the Baggett–Frazier Endowment. Dr. Stock shared that 

the current value is under $500,000, generating ~$13–14k annually. 

The conversation noted that OPVC could consider supplementing the endowment to 

expand its impact. Additional funding could allow for a greater number of research 

proposals to be supported, particularly those aligned with strategic priorities or emerging 

industry needs. 

Discussion included evaluating which types of projects would benefit most from extra 

funding and how to ensure alignment with both the endowment’s mission and OPVC’s 

overall objectives. 

Rainsley stated she will explore the feasibility of increasing contributions, including 

budget considerations and potential impact, before the next proposal cycle. 

 

Kristie Buckland shared the Winter Veg Event will be held February 17. 

Time: 9:00 AM–1:00 or 2:00 PM 

Location: NREC (in-person) + virtual option 

Credits: 2–3 pesticide recertification credits (OR & WA) 

Speaker planning is in progress; sponsorship turnout has been strong. 

Save-the-Date will be distributed. 

 

Rainsley suggested OPVC be a sponsor of this event, using funds in the Annual Grower 

Meeting line of the budget.  

 

 MATTHEW COOK MOVED TO HAVE OPVC SPONSOR THE WINTER VEG  

 EVENT AT $500. SECONDED BY ANDY KRAEMER. THE MOTION PASSED  

 WITH A UNANIMOUS VOTE. 

 

Meeting Minutes 

Prior to the meeting, Rainsley provided meeting minutes for October 17 to the 

commissioners. With no further corrections or discussion, 
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ANDY KRAEMER MOVED TO ACCEPT THE MEETING MINUTES AS  

 PRESENTED. SECONDED BY DAN FITZNER. THE MOTION PASSED  

 WITH A UNANIMOUS VOTE. 

 

Financial Report 

Andy Kraemer reported the financials for July 1 through September 30, 2025. The 

beginning balance is $228,687.91. No revenue or interest had been earned through 

September and expenses totaled $19,347.57, leaving a balance of $212,673.67 in the 

Umpqua/Columbia Bank account. 

Rainsley added there had been additional expenses in October, totalling $29,030.35. 

 

2025-26 Beginning Balance $ 228,687.91 

Refund of scholarship         3,333.33 

Expenses through Oct 31     (20,030.35) 

Balance as of Oct 31  $ 202,990.89 

 

ANDY KRAEMER  MOVED TO ACCEPT THE MEETING MINUTES AS  

 PRESENTED. SECONDED BY MATTHEW COOK. THE MOTION PASSED  

 WITH A UNANIMOUS VOTE. 

 

Research Priorities 

Rainsley requested input from the Commission regarding research priorities for the 

upcoming year. She noted that she would soon be sending out the annual call for 

research proposals and wanted clear guidance on which topics the Commission would 

most like to see addressed. 

Commissioners agreed it would be beneficial to provide defined priority topics to ensure 

proposals align with industry needs. Priorities were not formally adopted during the 

meeting; commissioners will continue considering potential focus areas. 

 

Specific Research Priority Topics Discussed 

1. New/Alternative Vegetable Crops 

The group discussed exploring new vegetables that could be grown and processed in 

the Willamette Valley, including: Broccolini, Brussels sprouts (not currently grown in the 

Valley) and Tomatoes (including reference to a new mechanical harvester). 

2. High Yield / Low Waste Focus (Processor & Grower Constraints) 

Discussion was had about the industry needs that include: Reducing waste in 

processing systems, improving yields (both conventional and organic), and reducing 

input costs while maximizing outputs. 
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3. Packaging Tax & Research on Sustainable Packaging Materials 

Cook shared information he recently learned from another meeting concerning a new 

tax on packaging and the need for research into: Understanding the cost impacts of the 

tax, exploring alternative packaging materials (Grass straw, Vegetable cellulose, 

“Organic” packaging materials with lower tax burdens). 

4. Organic Production Challenges 

Weed control (identified as the biggest issue in organic) 

Corn maggot pressure, especially in fields using manure 

Low yields and high labor costs in organic systems 

 

Old Business 

The January meeting agenda is open, since it will not include research reports or 

proposal reviews. Rainsley suggested using the meeting to bring in multiple guest 

speakers. Kristie Buckland will invite Jack Holpuch with the OSU Foundation to discuss 

the Baggett–Frazier Endowment in more detail. Cook will invite the person that spoke 

on the packaging tax at the Food Innovation Center meeting, and Rainsley will invite 

Alex Paraskavas from SEDCOR (Strategic Economic Development Corporation), since 

SEDCOR works across agricultural and business sectors and connects many 

commodity groups. 

 

New Business 

Commissioners and researchers raised concerns about fragmentation within agricultural 

industries and the difficulties that creates when seeking funding, communicating 

industry impact, and building unified research priorities. 

Buckland explained that when she applies for outside funding, reviewers often question 

the validity of industry data because it is scattered across many organizations rather 

than coming from a single, coordinated source. She noted that other commissions face 

similar issues. 

The vegetable industry touches many farms across the valley and the state, but this 

significance can be hard to communicate due to a lack of centralized, collaborative data. 

The group discussed the value of developing shared impact metrics such as acres, farm 

counts, or economic value to better represent the industry when advocating for research 

support. 

It was agreed that there is a need for more collaboration across agricultural groups, 

including commissions, growers, processors, and researchers, to present a more unified 

voice.  

 

Adjournment 
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Chairman Tim Fitzpatrick asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting.  

  

  MATTHEW COOK MOVED TO ADJOURN, SECONDED BY DAN  

 FITZNER. MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.  

 

Meeting adjourned at 12:33 pm 

 

Respectfully submitted by 

Randi Rainsley      

Administrator 

 

Next meeting  

December 19, 2025, 11am 

Oregon Farm Bureau      



 Regular Meeting Minutes 
December 19, 2025 

Oregon Farm Bureau 
  

 

 

 

Chairman Tim Fitzpatrick called the meeting to order at 11:08 am 

Commissioners Present 

Matthew 
Cook 

Ryan  
Koch 

Laney 
Brentano 

Andy 
Kraemer 

Jessica 
Blakley 

Dan  
Fitzner 

Tim 
Fitzpatrick 
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Others present included; Nick Andrews, OSU Organic Vegetable Extension specialist; Kristie 

Buckland, OSU Dept. of Horticulture Associate Professor; Aaron Becerra-Alvarez, Assistant 

Professor OSU Department of Horticulture; Jessica Green; OSU Entomology Dept, Navneet 

Kaur; Associate Professor, OSU Crop and Soil Science Dept, Silvia Rondon; OSU Entomology 

Program Director, Jim Myers; Professor-Endowed OSU Horticulture, Josephine Antwi; Assistant 

Professor OSU Crop and Soil Sciences, Kalli Schoening; Graduate Research Assistant OSU 

Crop and Soil Sciences, Eric Morris, Oregon Dept. of Agriculture CCOM; Tony Shepherd; Krista 

Chin and Randi Rainsley, Administrator. 

 

Oregon Dept of Agriculture 

Eric Morris provided a brief update on statewide budget conditions and recent 

administrative activities. He noted that state agencies and public institutions, including 

ODA and OSU, continue to implement cost-cutting measures due to budget shortfalls. 

The projected deficit improved from approximately $370 million to $63 million in the 

November economic forecast, which he described as a cautiously optimistic trend. ODA 

is limiting spending, including restricting out-of-state and nonessential travel, to remain 

good stewards of public funds. Morris also reminded commissioners about completing 

required Workday training, with follow-up reminders planned after the Christmas 

holiday. Additionally, he reported that ODA held its annual administrator roundup 

training in late October, which included budget updates from OSU and ODA leadership 

and a two-and-a-half-hour training by the Oregon Ethics Commission on public meeting 

law. He noted that this ethics training is available as a free webinar for interested 

commissioners. 

 

Oregon State University 

An update was provided regarding the previously frozen vegetable breeding/vegetable 

research faculty position. It was noted that, due to advocacy from commissioners and 

stakeholders, the dean approved moving forward with the search. Nick Andrews 
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reported that he is serving on the selection committee, with Kristie Buckland chairing the 

committee. 

Kristie Buckland shared an update on the search process, noting that three candidates 

were hosted for in-person interviews over the past two weeks, concluding the day prior 

to the meeting. Stakeholder participation was strong, and the committee expressed 

appreciation for the time and engagement provided. Seminar recordings from the 

candidates will be shared, along with Qualtrics evaluation links, to allow additional 

feedback. Input from stakeholders is strongly encouraged and will be incorporated into 

the committee’s deliberations. 

The committee will continue collecting feedback over the next week, conduct reference 

checks after the holidays, and provide recommendations to the department head within 

the first two weeks of January. The department head will then proceed with negotiations 

with the selected candidate. 

Research Reports 

Reports were heard from researchers that received funding from OPVC for 2025 

projects. 

- Jim Myers: Broccoli Breeding and Evaluation 
Identifying Cauliflower cultivars adapted to a changing climate 
Nitrogen fertility requirements of new sweet corn hybrids 
 

BREAK 12:07 - 12:25 
 

- Josephine Antwi: Evaluation of entomopathogenic fungi against seedcorn 
maggot in sweet corn 

- Kalli Schoening: Corn rootworms in Oregon: How Many & Where 
- Jessica Green: VegNet: Expanding the reach of regional Insect Pest Monitoring 
- Navneet Kaur: Control Options for Symphylan Management 
- Aaron Becerra-Alvarez: Evaluating electric weed control in vegetable production 

systems of Western Oregon 
 

Meeting Minutes 

Prior to the meeting, Rainsley provided meeting minutes for November 19 to the 

commissioners. With no further corrections or discussion, 

MATTHEW COOK MOVED TO ACCEPT THE MEETING MINUTES AS  

 PRESENTED. SECONDED BY DAN FITZNER. THE MOTION PASSED  

 WITH A UNANIMOUS VOTE. 

 

Financial Report 

Andy Kraemer reported the financials for July 1 through October 31, 2025. The 
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beginning balance is $228,687.91. $19,060.12 in revenue had been earned through 

October and expenses totaled $31,773.05, leaving a balance of $215,974.98 in the 

Columbia Bank account. 

 

2025-26 Beginning Balance $ 228,687.91 

Assessment Revenue       15,726.79 

Refund of scholarship         3,333.33 

Expenses through Oct 31     (31,773.05) 

Balance as of Oct 31  $ 215,974.98 

 

ANDY KRAEMER  MOVED TO ACCEPT THE MEETING MINUTES AS  

 PRESENTED. SECONDED BY JESSICA BLAKLEY. THE MOTION PASSED  

 WITH A UNANIMOUS VOTE. 

 

Assessment Update 

Rainsley provided an update on assessment revenues to date, reporting total 

collections of $66,623.72 against a total budgeted expectation of $95,300. Bean 

assessments account for the majority of revenue collected at $36,291 out of a $37,500 

budget. Additional collections include approximately $12,500 toward a $17,500 budget 

for broccoli, $518 for cauliflower out of $5,250, and $12,642 for corn against a 

significantly larger budget of $35,000. No assessments have been received for carrots, 

though only $50 is budgeted. 

 

Administrator Update 

Rainsley updated the group with the timeline of her departure. January 6, 2026 she will 

be leaving for Portugal. She thanked the commissioners for allowing her to continue to 

work with them abroad and assured that Krista Chin will step in and fulfill all necessary 

in-person duties in her absence. 

 

Old Business 

Research priorities will be sent out via email for the commissioners to rank in order of 

importance. Once those rankings are compiled, Rainsley will send out the RFP for 2026 

reports (due Jan 20) with the new priorities.  

 

Adjournment 

Chairman Tim Fitzpatrick asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting.  

  

  ANDY KRAEMER MOVED TO ADJOURN, SECONDED BY JESSICA  

 BLAKELY. MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.  
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Meeting adjourned at 2:25 pm 

 

Respectfully submitted by 

Randi Rainsley      

Administrator 

 

Next meeting  

January 16, 2026 11am 

Oregon Farm Bureau      



 Regular Meeting Minutes 
January 16, 2026 

Oregon Farm Bureau 
  

 

 

 

Vice Chairman Matthew Cook called the meeting to order at 11:03 am 

Commissioners Present 

Matthew 
Cook 

Ryan  
Koch 

Laney 
Brentano 

Andy 
Kraemer 

Jessica 
Blakley 

Dan  
Fitzner 

Tim 
Fitzpatrick 

P1 P3 P4 P6 H1 H2 PM 
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Others present included; Alex Paraskevas; SEDCOR, Jack Holpuch; OSU Foundation, 

Dr. Patricia Stock; OSU Horticulture Dept. Head, Nick Andrews, OSU Organic 

Vegetable Extension Specialist; Kristie Buckland, OSU Dept. of Horticulture Associate 

Professor; Aaron Becerra-Alvarez, Assistant Professor OSU Department of Horticulture; 

Krista Chin and Randi Rainsley, Administrator. 

 

Oregon Dept of Agriculture 

Eric Morris sent a reminder in his absence that one commissioner is overdue 

with completing the WorkDay training.  

 

Oregon State University, Dr. Patricia Stock 

Dr. Patricia Stock provided an update on ongoing coordination with Oregon 

State University to fill the Baggett-Frazier Vegetable Breeder position. She 

noted that discussions are progressing within OSU and that next steps will 

follow established institutional processes. 

Stock reported that three candidates are currently under consideration. All 

candidates meet the required qualifications, and further review will focus on 

alignment with program needs and OSU requirements. 

Oregon State University Foundation, Jack Holpuch 
Jack Holpuch spoke in detail about how the OSU Foundation typically 

handles funds and donor-facing communications, and why coordination with 

the Foundation early on would be important. He explained that, from the 

Foundation’s perspective, any campaign or solicitation generally starts with a 
clear statement of intent. He described this as language that explicitly 

outlines; What the funds are being raised for, how the funds will be used, 

whether the funds are restricted or unrestricted, and how the effort aligns 
with the Foundation’s mission and policies. 
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Holpuch noted that this statement of intent is important not only for donors, 

but also internally, as it guides how funds are tracked, reported, and 
administered by the Foundation.  

He emphasized that the way contributions are accepted and categorized is 

tied directly to the statement of intent and the fund setup. Without that 
clarity, it becomes more difficult for the Foundation to ensure compliance 

with donor expectations and institutional requirements. 

Rainsley offered to work with Holpuch and the Foundation to draft a 

campaign addressed to Oregon’s vegetable growers. The OPVC will review 
and accept once they know all external-facing campaign materials are 

approved by the Foundation. 

 
Dr. Stock emphasized that clarity at the front end is critical, particularly 

when funds are intended to flow through the Foundation. She noted that 

from her experience, ambiguity around purpose or use of funds can create 
complications later, both for internal tracking and for reporting back to 

donors or stakeholders. 

She echoed the importance of a clear statement of intent, explaining that it 
serves as the anchor for how funds are categorized, what expenditures are 

allowable, and how reporting and accountability are handled over time. 
 

Stock also commented on interest and fund management, noting that when 

funds are held within the Foundation, there are standard practices that 

apply, and that committees should understand those practices before 

communicating externally. She suggested that having this understanding 
early helps avoid misunderstandings later with both donors and internal 
partners. 

 
SEDCOR, Alex Paraskevas 

Paraskevas shared that the 2026 SEDCOR Ag Breakfast will be Feb 13, 7:30 

- 10am at Chemeketa Ag Complex. 

Alex provided an update on several external efforts and opportunities that 

may intersect with the OPVC’s work, beginning with the Spring Economic 
Summit. He shared that the summit is shaping up as a key convening 

opportunity, bringing together stakeholders across agriculture, economic 

development, and innovation. He noted that the summit could be a valuable 
venue for visibility, relationship-building, and aligning messaging, 

particularly if the committee anticipates future outreach or collaboration tied 

to economic or industry development. 
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Paraskevas then discussed the Farmer Innovation Network through 

AgLaunch, explaining that the core vision is to put farmers at the center of 
innovation, rather than having technology or startups drive solutions in 

isolation. He described it as a model where farmers are not just end users, 

but active participants in shaping and testing tools by working directly with a 
startup to help build a tool that is actually useful in their operation, or trying 

tools that have been developed for other crops or regions. This farmer- 

centered approach is intentional, noting that too often innovation happens to 

farmers rather than with them, and that its model may offer useful parallels 
or partnership opportunities as farmers are able to host field trials to gain 

equity in ag start-ups. 

He also provided an overview of an ODA pilot initiative, explaining that it is 
designed to explore new approaches within a controlled, limited framework. 

This will work to support supply chain networks and build infrastructure 

across Oregon agricultural industries. 

Meeting Minutes 

Prior to the meeting, Rainsley provided meeting minutes for December 19 to 

the commissioners. With no corrections or discussion, 

DAN FITZNER MOVED TO ACCEPT THE MEETING MINUTES  

AS PRESENTED. SECONDED BY ANDY KRAEMER. MOTION 

PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.  

 

Financial Report 

Rainsley reported the financials for July 1 through December 31, 2025. The 

beginning balance was $228,687.91. $73,126.33 in revenue, and expenses 

totaled $34,671.30, leaving a balance of $270,476.27 in the Columbia Bank 

account. 

 

2025-26 Beginning Balance $ 228,687.91 

Assessment Revenue       73,126.33   

Refund of scholarship         3,333.33 

Expenses            (34,671.30) 

Balance as of Dec 31  $ 270,476.27 

 

ANDY KRAEMER MOVED TO ACCEPT THE FINANCIAL REPORT AS  

 PRESENTED. SECONDED BY DAN FITZNER. MOTION PASSED  

 UNANIMOUSLY.  
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Rainsley provided an update on assessment revenues to date, reporting total 

collections of $73,126.33 against a total budgeted expectation of $95,300 

($22,174 short). She reviewed how closely current spending aligns with the 

approved budget, highlighting a few line items that will go over budget (per 

diem and in-state travel), however the Materials and Services category will 

stay under budget overall.  

An estimated year-end expenses sheet was used to calculate potential areas 

of concern and carry-over. Nothing should need to come out of the 

Contingency Fund, and expected carry over is $198,000 plus any interest 

earned from the State Treasury account.  

 

Old Business  

Research Proposals for the 2026 crop year are due Jan 20. Once all have 

been received, Rainsley will send out a formal book for all commissioners to 

review.  

 

Adjournment 

  

 DAN FITZNER MOVED TO ADJOURN, SECONDED BY ANDY  

 KRAEMER. MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.  

 

Vice Chairman Cook adjourned the meeting at 12:02 pm 

 

Respectfully submitted by 

Randi Rainsley      

Administrator 

 

Next meeting  

February 20, 2026 

Oregon Farm Bureau      
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Vice Chairman Matthew Cook called the meeting to order at 11:03 am 

Commissioners Present 

Matthew 

Cook 

Ryan  

Koch 

Laney 

Brentano 

Andy 

Kraemer 

Jessica 

Blakley 

Dan  

Fitzner 

Tim 

Fitzpatrick 

P1 P3 P4 P6 H1 H2 PM 

Y Y N Y Y Y Y 

Others present included; Dr. Patricia Stock, OSU Horticulture Dept. Head; Nick 

Andrews, OSU Organic Vegetable Extension Specialist; Kristie Buckland, OSU 

Department of Horticulture Associate Professor; Aaron Becerra-Alvarez, Assistant 

Professor OSU Department of Horticulture; Jessica Green, OSU Entomology 

Department; Navneet Kaur, Associate Professor OSU Crop and Soil Science 

Department; Jim Myers, Professor – Endowed OSU Horticulture; Josephine Antwi, 

Assistant Professor OSU Crop and Soil Sciences; Dalila Rendon, Assistant Professor 

OSU Department of Horticulture; Jason Ball, Senior Faculty Research Assistant I 

and Product Developer OSU FIC; Joshua Twinning, Assistant Professor OSU 

Department of Fisheries and Wildlife; Eric Morris, Oregon Department of Agriculture 

CCOM; Heather Conwell, Diana Foods; Julie Lee, Little Bird Media; Krista Chin and 

Randi Rainsley, Administrator. 

Fresh From Oregon Campaign — Julie Lee 
Julie Lee of Little Bird Media presented a marketing opportunity through the 

Fresh From Oregon campaign in partnership with KGW television. The 

program highlights Oregon agricultural products through news and lifestyle 

segments running monthly from March through October. 

The program is already underwritten and would involve no cost to the 

Commission. A representative from OPVC was requested to participate in an 

April segment focused on processed vegetables. 

Jason Ball confirmed the effectiveness of the program based on prior 

participation. Heather Conwell expressed interest in having Diana Foods 

participate. 

Rainsley will collect expressions of interest from commissioners and 

distribute additional program information. 
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Conwell will discuss participation with her site manager. 

2026 Research Proposals 
Josephine Antwi — Epidemiology and management of leafhoppers vectoring 

phytoplasma disease in carrots. 

Aaron Becerra-Alvarez —Evaluating inter-row electric weed control in 

vegetable production systems of western Oregon. 

Jessica Green — Continuation of VegNet insect sampling and diamondback 

moth resistance monitoring. 

Navneet Kaur — Investigating Control Options for Symphylan Management 

in Vegetable Crops in Oregon. 

Jim Myers — Heat-tolerant snap bean breeding and continued broccoli 

breeding for mechanical harvest. 

Dalila Rendon — Evaluating magnitude of residue of Amicarbazone herbicide 

in sweet corn to support registration. 

Joshua Twinning — Vole population dynamics and management research. 

Jason Ball (for Marsha Walker) — Educational integration of processed 

vegetables into culinary programs. 

Kristie Buckland — New Pest Control Options for Processed Veggies. 

The Commission will review proposals and make funding decisions at the 

March 20, 2026 budget planning meeting. Researchers will be notified by 

March 23, 2026. 

Oregon Department of Agriculture 
Eric Morris provided updates regarding Commission operations. Two OPVC 

positions will open in June — Handler Position 3 (Jessica Blakley) and 

Producer Position 3 (Ryan Koch). A press release announcing applications 

will be issued in early March.  

Annual WorkDay training assignments will be distributed next week.  

2026 has been designated the International Year of the Woman Farmer, with 

nominations open through ODA. 
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Oregon State University  
Dr. Patricia Stock provided an update on the search for Jim Myers’ 

successor. Two finalists remain under consideration, and an offer has been 

extended to one candidate. The candidate requested additional time for 

family consideration. The deadline for acceptance is March 27, 2026, with a 

public announcement anticipated on or before that date. 

Meeting Minutes 
Prior to the meeting, Rainsley provided meeting minutes for January 16, 

2026 to the commissioners. With no corrections or discussion, 

RYAN KOCH MOVED TO ACCEPT THE MEETING MINUTES AS 

PRESENTED. SECONDED BY ANDY KRAEMER. MOTION PASSED 

UNANIMOUSLY. 

Financial Report 
2025–26 Beginning Balance $228,687.91 

Assessment Revenue $79,391.50 

Expenses ($90,640.80) 

Interest Earned (State Treasury) $202.19 

Balance as of Jan 31, 2026 $217,438.61 

Account balances include Columbia Bank: $17,236.42 and State Treasury: 

$200,202.19. Rainsley noted one packer has yet to report sweet corn 

assessments following ownership transition. Follow-up communication has 

been conducted. 

RYAN KOCH MOVED TO ACCEPT THE FINANCIAL REPORT AS 

PRESENTED. SECONDED BY ANDY KRAEMER. MOTION PASSED 

UNANIMOUSLY. 

Old Business 
None 

New Business 
Matthew Cook received correspondence from Sherry Cole of the Food 

Innovation Network requesting his participation on an advisory board 

focused on utilizing vegetable byproducts to enhance farming systems. 

Participation would require a five-year commitment with two meetings 
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annually and no financial obligation to the Commission. Commissioners 

expressed support for Cook’s participation. 

Rainsley discussed the 18-month review process for Dr. Patricia Stock as 

Department Head of Horticulture. 

MATTHEW COOK MOVED TO HAVE RANDI RAINSLEY COMPLETE THE 

REVIEW ON BEHALF OF OPVC BEFORE THE DEADLINE OF FEBRUARY 

23, 2026. SECONDED BY RYAN KOCH. MOTION PASSED 

UNANIMOUSLY. 

Josephine Antwi asked how researchers could better serve the Commission 

beyond providing research data. Commissioners suggested increased 

networking with growers and processors, particularly in Eastern Oregon, and 

participation in PNVA events and the Oregon IPN newsletter. 

Adjournment 
RYAN KOCH MOVED TO ADJOURN, SECONDED BY DAN FITZNER. 

MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

Chairman Fitzpatrick adjourned the meeting at 12:44 pm. 

  

Respectfully submitted by 

Randi Rainsley 

Administrator 

  

Next meeting 

March 20, 2026 

Oregon Farm Bureau     



 Regular Meeting Minutes 
March 20, 2026 
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Chairman Tim Fitzpatrick called the meeting to order at 11:03 am 

Commissioners Present 

Matthew 

Cook 

Ryan  

Koch 

Laney 

Brentano 

Andy 

Kraemer 

Jessica 

Blakley 

Dan  

Fitzner 

Tim 

Fitzpatrick 

P1 P3 P4 P6 H1 H2 PM 

Y Y Y Y Y N Y 

Others present included; Silvia Rondon, OSU Director - OIPMC; Eric Morris, Oregon 

Department of Agriculture CCOM; Krista Chin and Randi Rainsley, Administrator. 

Oregon Department of Agriculture 

Eric Morris provided updates on Commission operations. Two OPVC positions 

will open in June: Handler Position 3 (Jessica Blakley) and Producer Position 

3 (Ryan Koch). A press release announcing the application process will be 

issued in early March. 

Annual Workday training assignments will be distributed the following week. 

Morris also noted that 2026 has been designated the International Year of 

the Woman Farmer, with nominations currently open through the Oregon 

Department of Agriculture. 

 
2026 Research Proposal 
Silvia Rondon was absent for the February 20 meeting. The OPVC provided 

time to give a presentation for her proposed project “Corn rootworms in 

Oregon: how many and where are they” (year 2).  

 

Meeting Minutes 
Prior to the meeting, Rainsley provided meeting minutes for February 20, 

2026 to the commissioners. With no corrections or discussion, 

ANDY KRAEMER MOVED TO ACCEPT THE MEETING MINUTES AS 

PRESENTED. SECONDED BY LANEY BRENTANO. MOTION PASSED 

UNANIMOUSLY. 
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Financial Report 
2025–26 Beginning Balance $228,687.91 

Assessment Revenue $75,855.98 

Expenses ($93,002.54) 

Interest Earned (State Treasury) $4,155.85 

Balance as of Feb 28, 2026 $215,697.20 

Account balances include Columbia Bank: $14,874.73 and State Treasury: 

$200,822.47.  

MATTHEW COOK MOVED TO ACCEPT THE FINANCIAL REPORT AS 

PRESENTED. SECONDED BY RYAN KOCH. MOTION PASSED 

UNANIMOUSLY. 

Rainsley presented year-to-date financials and projections through June 30. 

The projected carryover for the 2026–27 fiscal year is $178,779.00. 

Assessment revenue to date totals $100,076.54, exceeding the budgeted 

amount of $95,300. Overall, assessment trends remain stable when 

compared over a five-year period. 

Crop Assessment Rates 

The Commission discussed projected crop values, program funding needs, 

and statutory assessment limits. Assessments are capped at 0.05% of 

estimated crop value; however, the Commission elected to set rates below 

the maximum allowable level to reflect current market conditions and 

industry considerations. 

MATTHEW COOK MOVED TO APPROVE THE CROP ASSESSMENT 

PRICES AT: 

BEANS: $0.850 PER TON 

BEETS: $0 

BROCCOLI:$2.50 PER TON 

CARROTS: $0.350 PER TON 

CAULIFLOWER: $0.750 PER TON 

CORN: $0.500 PER GROSS TON 

SECONDED BY ANDY KRAEMER. MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
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Research Project Funding Approvals 

The Commission reviewed all submitted research proposals and evaluated 

each based on alignment with OPVC priorities, relevance to processed 

vegetable production, and available funding. Funding decisions included a 

mix of full and partial awards. 

MATTHEW COOK MOVED TO FUND THE FOLLOWING RESEARCH 

PROPOSALS FOR A TOTAL OF $92,110.00; 

Aaron Becerra-
Alvarez 

Evaluating inter-row electric weed control in vegetable 
production systems of western Oregon Year 2 of 3 $1,200.00 

Jessica Green Monitoring and Reporting Regional Insect Pest Activity $20,712.00 

Navneet Kaur 

Investigating Control Options for Symphylan 
Management in Vegetable Crops in Oregon. Year 2 $14,400.00 

Jim Myers 

Breeding broccoli for heat tolerance, automated 
harvest and processing quality $9,739.00 

Jim Myers Breeding snap beans for heat tolerance $8,445.00 

Dalila Rendon 

Evaluating magnitude of residue of Amicarbazone 
herbicide in sweet corn to support registration $3,354.00 

Joshua 
Twinning 

Expanding experimental efforts to facilitate the 
development of vole management ‘toolbox’ within 
large vole-enclosures $10,000.00 

Marcia Walker 

‘Veg Education’ - Increasing exposure and education 
for processed vegetables through hybrid cooking 
activities and farm visits for Agriculture and Culinary 
students at Sabin Schellenberg Professional Center $24,260.00 

 

SECONDED BY ANDY KRAEMER. MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

Proposed 2026-27 Budget  

After consideration of estimated assessment income and expenses, 

MATTHEW COOK MOVED TO APPROVED THE PROPOSED 2026-27 

BUDGET OF $303,148.95. SECONDED BY ANDY KRAEMER. MOTION 

PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

Old Business 
Matthew Cook reported on a recent vegetable meeting sponsored in part by 
OPVC in partnership with Wilbur-Ellis. He attended virtually and noted the 
meeting was informative and well attended. 
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The program focused heavily on entomology and offered pesticide credit 
opportunities. Cook emphasized the value of hearing directly from 
researchers and stated that OPVC’s sponsorship was a worthwhile 
investment. 

New Business 
Rainsley shared an update from Patricia Stock regarding the vegetable 
breeder candidate search. A finalist will be visiting Corvallis with their family 
in the coming week. The candidate’s decision deadline is March 27, after 
which Stock will provide an update to the Commission. 

Laney Brentano presented planned outreach efforts for the St. Paul Rodeo. 

The initiative aims to highlight the event’s agricultural roots through a 

partnership with Oregon Ag Link, focusing on crop identification education 

for children ages 3–10. 

As part of Agriculture Night on July 1, the program will feature educational 

messaging about crops grown along the I-5 corridor, including the Brooks, 

Aurora, Woodburn, Newberg, and Salem regions. With approximately 90,000 

attendees expected, organizers plan to install crop identification signage 

along key travel routes and develop a printable map to encourage interactive 

participation. 

Additional hands-on activities will provide opportunities for children to 

engage directly with agricultural materials, including soil. Brentano 

emphasized the importance of showcasing locally grown vegetable crops and 

invited Commissioners to participate. 

Adjournment 
RYAN KOCH MOVED TO ADJOURN THE MEETING, SECONDED BY 

ANDY KRAEMER. MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

Chairman Fitzpatrick adjourned the meeting at 12:28 pm. 

Respectfully submitted by 

Randi Rainsley 
Administrator  

Next meeting: April 17, 2026 

Oregon Farm Bureau     
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Chairman Tim Fitzpatrick called the meeting to order and opened the hearing 

for the 2026-27 budget at 11:01 am 

Commissioners Present 

Matthew 

Cook 

Ryan  

Koch 

Laney 

Brentano 

Andy 

Kraemer 

Jessica 

Blakley 

Dan  

Fitzner 

Tim 

Fitzpatrick 

P1 P3 P4 P6 H1 H2 PM 

Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 

Others present included; Dr. Patricia Stock, OSU Dept of Horticulture; Kristie 

Buckland, OSU Dept. of Horticulture Associate Professor; Eric Morris, Oregon 

Department of Agriculture CCOM; Krista Chin and Randi Rainsley, Administrator. 

Oregon Department of Agriculture 

Eric Morris reported two positions open for reappointment or new applicants; 

Jessica Blakely - H1, and Ryan Koch - P3. The deadline to apply has been 

extended to April 20. At this point, one application has been submitted, 

reapplication from Blakley for her current position. Producer 3 needs 

applicants, Koch is undecided on reapplying. 

 

The 2026 required training from WorkDay has been released. Commissioners 

should have received a notification via email in early March (potentially 

delivered to spam folders) that contains a “congratulations” message about 

being assigned training. The registered email should be used as the 

username, if assistance is needed logging in, please reach out. The training 

course is similar to last year with some updates and takes approximately 35 

minutes to complete. 

 

Oregon State University 

Dr. Patricia Stock provided an update on the recruitment process for the 

genetics and breeding position within the Horticulture Department at Oregon 

State University, focusing specifically on candidate Travis Parker. 

The search process had progressed to the stage of Parker accepting the 

position, and she provided background on his qualifications and experience. 
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Parker’s academic and professional background is in plant genetics and 

breeding, his work aligns closely with the needs of the industry and the 

objectives of the position. Stock highlighted his experience in applied 

breeding programs, emphasizing a focus on developing cultivars with traits 

beneficial to growers, such as improved yield, resilience, and overall crop 

performance. 

In addition to his technical qualifications, Stock addressed his engagement 

during the interview process, including presentations and interactions with 

faculty and stakeholders. She conveyed that feedback from those involved in 

the process had been positive, particularly regarding his communication 

skills and his ability to clearly articulate how his work would support the 

horticulture industry. 

Parker’s proposed program includes both research and extension 

components, with an emphasis on working directly with growers to address 

emerging challenges. This includes developing breeding strategies that 

respond to evolving environmental conditions and market demands, as well 

as ensuring outcomes are effectively transferred to industry through 

extension activities. 

The CV from Parker was shared in the meeting chat. See Attachment A. 

 

Hello Rose City- Fresh From Oregon  

Laney Brentano appeared on the April 16, 2026 segment of Hello Rose City, 

Fresh from Oregon to talk about Oregon agriculture, her family’s 

generational farm and encourage viewers to purchase and enjoy frozen 

green beans. Brentano was joined by Sarah Marshal from Marshal’s Haute 

Sauce, cooking Blistered Green Bean & Pesto Chicken Radiatori Pasta. 

The segment can be seen HERE. 

 

New Business 

Randi Rainsley shared with the commission that there will be two contracts 

submitted to ODA for review and signatures; Administrative Services with 

Rainsley and research funding with Ag Research Foundation. After ODA 

approves the contracts, they will be sent to Chairman Fitzpatrick for OPVC 

signatures. 

https://marshallshautesauce.com/blogs/recipes-using-marshalls-hot-sauce/blistered-green-bean-pesto-chicken-radiatori-pasta
https://www.kgw.com/video/features/hello-rose-city/fresh-from-oregon-vegetables-frozen-fresh-from-oregon-farms/283-719aee9e-3601-4a81-9729-11ef74f1c24e
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A scholarship committee of three commissioners is needed to review OPVC 

submissions and make a formal recommendation to the group. Jessica 

Blakely, Dan Fitzner, and Andy Kraemer volunteered to be on the 

committee. Applications will be accepted August through the end of 

December 2026. The committee will make a formal recommendation in April 

and awards will be sent to appropriate colleges in May to be applied to 2027-

28 tuitions.  

11:29 a.m. The hearing for the 2026-27 budget was closed. No public 

comment was received. 

 

Meeting Minutes 
Prior to the meeting, Rainsley provided meeting minutes for March 20, 2026 

to the commissioners. With no corrections or discussion, 

ANDY KRAEMER MOVED TO ACCEPT THE MEETING MINUTES AS 

PRESENTED. SECONDED BY DAN FITZNER. MOTION PASSED 

UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

Financial Report 

Rainsley provided the financial report through March 30, 2026; 

 
2025–26 Beginning Balance $228,687.91 

Assessment Revenue $100,076.54 

Expenses ($95,308.54) 

Interest Earned (State Treasury) $1,493.74 

Balance as of March 30, 2026 $238,282.98 

Account balances: Columbia Bank $56,789.29 and State Treasury 

$181,493.69.  

MATTHEW COOK MOVED TO ACCEPT THE FINANCIAL REPORT AS 

PRESENTED. SECONDED BY ANDY KRAEMER. MOTION PASSED 

UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

2026-27 Budget  

After review of the proposed 2026-27 budget, 
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DAN FITZNER MOVED TO APPROVE THE 2026-27 BUDGET OF 

$303,148.95. SECONDED BY ANDY KRAEMER. MOTION PASSED 

UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

Old Business 
None 
 

New Business Continued 
Rainsley suggested that the 2026-27 meeting schedule be similar to the 
2025-26 dates. The group confirmed the 2025-26 schedule was appropriate 
and Fridays at 11am are preferred. The first meeting of the next fiscal year 
will be on October 16, 2026 via Zoom only. 
 

Matthew Cook requested that Kristie Buckland and other OSU researchers 
stay in contact with the OPVC and share upcoming OSU events such as the 
summer field day as soon as dates are set. Buckland confirmed she will 
notify Rainsley of these. At this time, the Hyslop Farm Field Day is scheduled 
for May 20, at Hyslop Research Station, 3455 NE Granger Ave, Corvallis. 

Gratitude was shared for Ryan Koch’s service as a commissioner. 
Administrative services and working with each of the commissioners was 
also highlighted as another positive experience by all. 

Rainsley reminded the commissioners of the email from Josh Twinning 
looking for farmer participants in his current vole project. 
 

Adjournment 
MATTHEW COOK MOVED TO ADJOURN THE MEETING, SECONDED BY 

ANDY KRAEMER. MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

Chairman Fitzpatrick adjourned the meeting at 11:52 a.m. 

Respectfully submitted by 

Randi Rainsley 
Administrator  

Next meeting: October 16, 2026 

Zoom   
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